
A message from our principal

Mrs K Gardner
Principal

Every school day provides valuable learning experiences that cannot easily be 
replicated. When students are absent, they miss important teaching, discussions, 
practical activities and opportunities to develop key knowledge and skills. Even 
occasional absences can quickly add up, creating gaps in learning that may become 
increasingly difficult to overcome over time.

Good attendance is about much more than academic achievement. School is also 
where young people build friendships, develop social skills and strengthen their 
sense of belonging within the school community. Regular attendance helps students 
maintain strong relationships with their peers and teachers. When a student is 
frequently absent, they can feel disconnected from friendship groups and may find it harder to re-engage 
socially when they return.

The impact of poor attendance can also extend beyond school. Research consistently shows that students 
who attend school regularly are more likely to achieve better qualifications, progress successfully into further 
education, training or employment, and develop the resilience and confidence needed to navigate adult life. 
Habits established during childhood often continue into adulthood, making regular attendance an important life 
skill in itself.

We understand that there will be occasions when children are genuinely unwell and unable to attend school. 
However, wherever possible, we encourage families to ensure that students attend every day and arrive on 
time, ready to learn.
 
Together, we can ensure that every child has the best possible chance to thrive academically, socially and 
emotionally.
 
As always, if you have any concerns about your child’s attendance or need support, please do not hesitate to 
contact the school.

Have a wonderful weekend!
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Celebrating our students
through their development over time

Our Year 7 students have been experiencing Trestle theatre masks to enhance their 
performance when studying Greek theatre. These were used to convey exaggerated 
expressions to dramatise emotions of their plays. 
Our actors had lots of fun leaning into the expressioned masks and adjusting their tone and 
movements to accentuate the impact of their lines. Well done!

Trestle theatre masks in drama

Free school meal holiday vouchers
Funding has been approved for the summer holidays for a £50
voucher. If your child does not currently receive free school meals
and you think they may be entitled to this, please make an application
through this link: https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims.
Year 11 students will also receive this voucher if entitled to free meals.

Thank you to those parents who joined us for the final Parent Forum of the year, where we 
were lucky enough to have Rachel from BeeWell come in and speak to us about their data.

As a reminder, the Parent Forum meets once every half term, and we look forward to seeing 
even more of you there next academic year to share your views and work collaboratively 
with the school on shaping our future!

Parent Forum
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Celebrating our history
Through exploration

Sparx maths excellence

Student spotlight: Maths

Raheem (7), Rosie (8) and Aaliyah (8), your ‘Do Now’ work is a fabulous example 
of clarity and accuracy. It is clear that you are determined to become the best 
mathematicians you can be. Keep it up!

•	 Gracie (7)
•	 Sammy (8)
•	 Isla (8)
•	 Lexie-Marie (8)
•	 Oscar (8)

•	 Darin (8)
•	 Robert (9)
•	 Saksham (9)
•	 Leighton (9)
•	 Lilly (10)

The following students have all completed their  Sparx  maths 
homework on the day that it was set. This  indicates  a growing 
maturity to developing your independent learning programme. Keep 
it up! 
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Celebrating our students
through their development over time

On Wednesday 1 July, 140 Year 10 students took part in mock interviews. A key part of our 
careers education, these mock interviews give students a vital change to learn just what 
being in an interview is like. 
We were joined by 12 members of staff from a variety of local businesses, who kindly gave 
up their time to work with our students on their interview skills. The feedback from these 
interviewers was fantastic, with them describing our students as ‘amazing’ and ‘exciting 
people to watch in the future’. Well done Year 10!

Year 9 were excellent microbiologists, 
studying the microbes on different objects 
in the classroom like the whiteboard or 
their own desks. The swabs taken from 
the keyboards and phones were quite 
interesting! Lots of microbes!

Year 10 mock interviews

Microbes on all the surfaces

Elective spotlight: cookery club

Year 9 didn’t let a little thing like a heatwave put them off 
improving their food preparation and cooking skills. 

Last week they made bubble waffles from scratch and Miss 
Bowdery was very impressed with their whipped egg whites 
which were used to make a super light waffle batter. 

They topped their waffles with chopped strawberries, Biscoff 
and ice cream. Delicious!
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Celebrating our history
Through exploration

Miss Bowdery has been so impressed this week with all the Year 10 students who undertook 
their first full mock practical assessment in catering and hospitality. Students had three 
hours to prepare, cook and present two dishes of their choosing. 

One dish needed to be suitable for a child and one for their parent / carer. They remained 
calm under pressure and showcased an array of complex preparation and cooking skills 
which culminated in many delicious dishes. 

The judges were beyond impressed with the professional quality of their food and their 
contemporary presentation skills. Students proved they are ready for the real practical 
assessment in Year 11 with their organisation and independence too! Miss Bowdery is very 
excited to see what they will cook up next, and with the summer to practice their culinary 
skills, they have set the bar high!

Year 10 dazzle in their hospitality and catering mock exams



The race to be crowned the winning House continues, with Rigour extending their lead over 
Spirit to 250 points, heading into the final two weeks. Valour have closed the gap on Spirit, 
making it a tight race for the top three places!

House points

2000

6000

5000

4000

3000

POINTS

HOUSES

VALOUR ASPIRATION RIGOURSPIRIT



We are excited to share with you our updated extra-curricular activities timetable. At Dixons 
Brooklands Academy, we believe that learning goes far beyond the classroom, and we are 
proud to offer a wide range of clubs and activities designed to enrich our students’ school 
experience. 

Extra-curricular activities
to enrich our students’ experiences

•	 Football
•	 Basketball
•	 Thrive and Dine (by invite) (T9/T14)

•	 Football
•	 Basketball
•	 Thrive and Dine (by invite) (T9/T14)
•	 Steel Pans (T8)
•	 Cricket

•	 Football
•	 Basketball
•	 Thrive and Dine (by invite) (T9/T14)
•	 KS3 Spanish film club (T4)

•	 Football
•	 Basketball
•	 Thrive and Dine (by invite) (T9/T14)
•	 KS3 GCSE Spanish exams skills
•	 Rainbow Club (Hub)

•	 Football
•	 Basketball
•	 Thrive and Dine (by invite) (T9/T14)
•	 Cooking (week B, T7)
•	 Softball

•	 Achieve club (T9)
•	 Football (Girls)
•	 Basketball
•	 BTEC Music (week A)
•	 Science Club (S15)
•	 Football (week B)

•	 Netball
•	 Badminton
•	 GCSE Art Club (S8/P16/S13)
•	 Sustainability club (P12)
•	 Poetry revision (P3)
•	 Homework club (P13/P19)
•	 Science intervention (S15)
•	 BTEC Music (week B)
•	 Musical Theatre (assembly hall)
•	 Softball
•	 Athletics

•	 Football (Boys)
•	 Sparx homework support (P22)
•	 Creative writing (P1)
•	 Rounders
•	 Lacrosse
•	 BTEC Sport
•	 Keyboard club (T8)
•	 Darts

•	 Separate science (week B)
•	 Singing club (T8)

Lunch After school

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

There is also a free breakfast club every morning before school from 7.30am, this is open 
to all students.
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What’s On
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What’s On





Next week
Menu week commencing 6/7/2026

Doner meat in flat bread with spicy 
noodles and yogurt & mint sauce

Chicken tikka curry with rice and 
garlic naan

Coronation chicken salad with garlic 
bruschetta

Chicken tikka flat bread with side 
salad & spicy mayo 

Honey chili chicken with new potato 
salad

Cheese & onion slice with potato 
wedges

Vegetable spring rolls with noodles 
and sweet chilli sauce

Onion bhaji with salad & garlic 
bruschetta

Roast pepper pasta salad

Savory cheese wrap with sweet 
chili coleslaw

Main meal Vegetarian meal

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Each day there is also a panini selection with fillings of cheese, ham, pepperoni, and cheese 
& beans. Alongside this are a variety of sandwiches and baguettes, a salad bar and a choice 
of dessert.

We follow best practices in safe food handling to prevent cross-contamination. However, we cannot 
guarantee our products are 100% free of any specific allergens. Allergens are listed on the front 
counter, which refer to the ingredients we use. We also are unable to guarantee an allergen-free 
environment where some of our ingredients or products from suppliers may have been produced 
in an environment with other allergens. Please double-check with a member of staff if you have 
any questions.

All

All

All

Year 7-10

Futures Week

Dixons Collaboration Concert

Sports Day

Final day of the school year!

Year group Description

Wed 8-10 July

Monday 13 July

Thursday 9 July	

Thursday 16 July	

Dates for your diary



Last issue’s solution:

Brain teaser
Can you cross each rung on the ladder by  
changing a single letter each time?
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