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Despite the cold and dark weather this week, it has been wonderful to see 
such dedication and commitment from our students who have continued 
to attend school with positivity and determination. It is so important for 
young people to push themselves, even when conditions are challenging, 
and these moments play a vital role in building resilience. Developing 
this resilience now helps prepare our students for the expectations and 
demands of the world of work when they complete their education. 
  
We are extremely proud of our Year 11 students, who have now come to the end of 
their mock examination period. Their behaviour, attitude and approach throughout 
has been impeccable, and they should be congratulated for their maturity and focus. 
  
As we move towards the festive season, we have lots of exciting activities planned 
in the lead-up to Christmas. We want to ensure that all students are able to take part 
and enjoy these opportunities. Regular attendance is vital, as every day in school 
offers valuable learning alongside the exciting activities planned for our students. 
  
Thank you, as always, for your continued support.



Celebrating our students
through focus

Hospitality and Catering students undertook their first practical assessment this week. It 
can be dauting cooking in exam conditions but they rose (much like their Swiss roll) to the 
occasion. All students showed resilience and fantastic sponge and custard making, knife 
skills and piping. However special mentions to Kai S and Sion A for their professionally 
presented desserts

Terrific trifle

You said it, so we did it!
The School Council united at a recent meeting, and advocated for drinks to once again 
be available to purchase in the canteen. While water has always been freely available, the 
council argued that students should have greater choice of drink at break and lunch time. 

The school have listened carefully to students and decided to offer drinks at break and 
lunchtimes in cartons, meeting both the council’s request and keeping as much single use 
plastic as possible out of the school. The drinks are available on a trial basis, at 80p per 
carton, and will continue to be for sale subject to excellent behaviour with the cartons and 
no increase in litter.

Congratulations council, let this be the first of many positive outcomes this academic year!

The school council has spoken
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Celebrating our curriculum
with their creations

Clubs spotlight: Media Cubs

Some of our media savvy Year 7 students 
have created this fantastic podcast, in the 
new Media Cubs after-school club. 
Here, the reporters try their hand at 
podcasting for the first time - while sharing 
their experiences of their first months at 
Dixons Brooklands.

Rememberance Day
This week, 7X took time to reflect on the significance of Armistice and the sacrifices made 
during times of conflict. Through thoughtful discussion, the class explored the meaning of 
remembrance and why it remains an important tradition today.
Students engaged in creative writing by crafting their own memorial poems, drawing 
inspiration from the themes of peace, loss, and hope for the future. Their work demonstrated 
empathy and a deep understanding of the historical importance of the day.
We are proud of 7X for approaching this activity with such respect and creativity, ensuring 
that the legacy of those who served continues to be honoured.

https://audioboom.com/posts/8800914-year-7-pupils-share-their-experiences-of-starting-dixons-brooklands-as-part-of-the-new-media-team
https://audioboom.com/posts/8800914-year-7-pupils-share-their-experiences-of-starting-dixons-brooklands-as-part-of-the-new-media-team
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Celebrating our students
through their perseverance

Year 8 have shown incredible independence and curiosity in their recent research project 
on Maya Angelou. Students delved into her remarkable journey—from overcoming a 
traumatic childhood to becoming an empowering activist, poet, and writer whose voice 
continues to inspire generations.
Building on their research, students crafted their own informative articles, using clear 
headings, accurate facts, and ambitious vocabulary to capture Angelou’s resilience 
and achievements. Their work reflects not only strong literacy skills but also a deep 
appreciation for the power of words to drive change.
Well done, Year 8, for producing such thoughtful and impactful pieces!

Year 8 explore the life and legacy of Maya Angelou



We now have over 25 amazing clubs up and running at Dixons Brooklands Academy! Every 
student is expected to attend at least one club per week, and with such a wide range of 
clubs on offer, there is something for everyone! Get involved and reap the benefits of being 
involved in clubs!

Extra-curricular activities
to enrich our students’ experiences

Timetable

•	 Football
•	 Basketball
•	 Thrive and Dine (by invite) (T9 

and T14)
•	 Music club (T8) (Week A)

•	 Football
•	 Basketball
•	 Thrive and Dine (by invite) (T9 

and T14)
•	 Music club (T8) (Week B)
•	 Cooking club (Week A) (T7)
•	 Steel Pans (T8)

•	 Football
•	 Basketball
•	 Thrive and Dine (by invite) (T9 

and T14)
•	 KS3 Spanish film club (T4)

•	 Football
•	 Basketball
•	 Thrive and Dine (by invite) (T9 

and T14)
•	 KS3 GCSE Spanish exams skills

•	 Football
•	 Basketball
•	 Thrive and Dine (by invite) (T9 

and T14)

•	 Achieve club (T9)
•	 Football (Girls)
•	 Rowing
•	 Singing rehearsals (T8)
•	 Duke of Edinburgh (P18)

•	 Netball
•	 Rugby
•	 GCSE Art Club (S8/P16/S13)
•	 Sustainability club (P12)
•	 Poetry revision (P3)
•	 Homework club (P13)

•	 Football (Boys)
•	 Sparx homework support (P22)
•	 Guitar club (T8)
•	 Show acting
•	 Maths games and puzzles (T4)
•	 Creative writing (P1)

•	 BTEC Sport
•	 Basketball
•	 Keyboard club (T8)
•	 Media Cubs (Year 7 only) (S1)

•	 Cross Country
•	 Dance
•	 Foundation science revision 

Year 11 (P13)
•	 Singing club (T8)

Lunch After school

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

There is also a free breakfast club every morning before school from 7.30am, this is open 
to all students.



Celebrating our students
through their perseverance

Students who have demonstrated exceptional dedication, integrity, and perseverance in their 
pursuit of powerful knowledge. Their consistent hard work and commitment to learning 
have not only elevated their own understanding but also inspired those around them.

English subject stars

Year 8 Year 11Year 7 Year 9

•	 Layla W
•	 Willow D
•	 Alice C
•	 Lilly Dwyer

•	 Defne D
•	 Naomi C

•	 Oliver C
•	 Liam C
•	 Asya A
•	 Murad A

•	 Caelan H
•	 Zuhad C
•	 Tye R
•	 Harvey G

•	 Naomi K
•	 Shayne F

Year 10

We are incredibly proud of Year 7 for their outstanding effort during their first cycle of 
assessments. Students showcased their creativity and imagination by crafting engaging 
stories set in unique fantasy worlds, demonstrating a flair for descriptive language and 
original ideas.
Alongside their writing, Year 7 applied key reading skills developed over the first half term to 
analyse an extract from Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll. Their responses 
reflected thoughtful interpretation, attention to detail, and a growing confidence in exploring 
character, setting, and writer’s craft.
This impressive start sets a strong foundation for the year ahead—well done Year 7!

Year 7 shine in cycle 1 assessments

•	 Krzysztof N
•	 Mohamad S

Students who are developing into resilient, inquisitive young people. These learners ask 
bold questions, explore ideas beyond the classroom, and embrace challenges with a growth 
mindset.

English independent thinkers

KS4KS3

•	 Barachel M
•	 Fraser W
•	 Aysan M



Celebrating our community
through varied activities

On Monday 17th November, we hosted our first Parent Forum event. Thank you to everyone 
who joined us for tea, coffee, and snacks, we had some fantastic discussions and we are 
excited to see where they take us in the future. The suggestions have been listened to and 
taken onboard, and we will be meeting again in January. Everyone is welcome to these 
meetings, so we look forward to seeing more of you there next time!

On Thursday, a cake sale was held in support 
of Children in Need. Students took the 
opportunity to feast on some tasty treats, and 
by far the most popular were those baked by 
Ms Bowdery and Ms O’Rourke! Thank you to 
everyone who purchased a cake, your money 
is going to a fantastic cause!

Ten Year 7 and 8 students took part in a 
litter pick on Thursday, supported by Biffa 
and Manchester Council. They managed 
to fill a total of 12 bin bags, full of rubbish 
in Wythenshawe park and on the Bideford 
estate. They did a fantastic job, braving 
cold conditions to make our community a 
nicer place to live. Thank you all!

Parent Forum event

Children in Need cake sale

Litter picking

Citizens UK event
Three students, from Year 10 and 11, were invited to take 
part in an exciting and important meeting this week with the 
Deputy Mayor of Manchester and former MP Kate Green. 
Birva, Sharise and Pryia formed part of a wider citizens group, 
facilitated by Citizens UK, who asked Kate for commitments 
towards fighting hate and discrimination in Manchester. 
The event was a fantastic success, with Kate committing to 
the ‘asks’ and fully supporting the group. Thank you to the 
Manchester Islamic Grammar School for Girls for hosting 
such a great event, and we look forward to more meetings in 
the future!



Our House Points keep building, as students add points by the handful as they continue 
to earn credits for excellent behaviour in lessons. Large amounts of points will soon 
be available through the interhouse badminton competitions, beginning at the start of 
December, so we may see some positions move around!

Our House logo winner has been announced, and the logos are being fine-tuned before 
their final reveal...

House points leaderboard
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Well done everyone, keep pushing!





Next week
Menu week commencing 24/11/2025

Sweet chilli chicken drumstick 
with spicy rice and kobez bread

Donner meat on rustic flatbread 
with noodles

Chicken katsu curry with rice 
and naan bread

Pasta in rich tomato and 
pepperoni sauce with garlic bread

Chicken burger with chips and 
selection of sauces

Vegetable spring rolls with 
noodles and sweet chilli sauce

Cheese and tomato turnovers 
with side salad

Vegetable giant samosa with 
noodles

Cheese and onion slice with 
side salad

Vegetarian bean burgers with 
chips and selection of sauces

Main meal Vegetarian meal

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Year 8

All

All

All

Parents’ evening; 4pm - 6.30pm

Robin Hood Rides to Wythenshawe Christmas Panto

Christmas fayre

Last day of term

Year group Description

Tuesday 2 Dec

9 and 10 Dec

Monday 15 Dec

Friday 19 Dec

Each day there is also a panini selection with fillings of cheese, ham, pepperoni, and cheese 
& beans. Alongside this are a variety of sandwiches and baguettes, a salad bar and a choice 
of dessert.

We follow best practices in safe food handling to prevent cross-contamination. However, we cannot 
guarantee our products are 100% free of any specific allergens. Allergens are listed on the front 
counter, which refer to the ingredients we use. We also are unable to guarantee an allergen-free 
environment where some of our ingredients or products from suppliers may have been produced 
in an environment with other allergens. Please double-check with a member of staff if you have 
any questions.

Upcoming dates for your diary



A classic sudoku, can you solve it?

Brain teaser

Last isssue’s solution:
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